
The Value of Tourism 2023



Visitation
Delaware received 29.3 million visitors
(including day, overnight, business
and leisure travelers), marking a new
Delaware record.

Total visitation to Delaware increased
2.4% above 2022 levels.

There were 9.9 million overnight
visitors to Delaware, which is 1%
above 2022 levels.

Overnight Trips to Delaware



Economic Impact of Tourism
$4.7 billion contributed to the state Gross Domestic Product (GDP).

Tourism accounts for more than 5% of the state GDP.

There was $724 million in tourism, state and local tax revenue.

Without tourism, each Delaware household would pay an additional $1,826 in
state and local taxes. 

GDP = Total market value of goods and
services produced by the state’s economy.



Tourism supported 55,240 full and
part-time Delaware jobs.

14% of all new jobs created in
Delaware came from tourism.

Tourism was the 4th largest private
employer in the state.

Tourism-initiated wages and
salaries amounted to $2.41 billion.

County
2023 Tourism-

Initiated
Employment

2023 vs. 2022
Change (%)

New Castle 22,210 6.7%

Kent 6,130 3.5%

Sussex 26,900 4.7%

Tourism Industry Jobs



Overnight Visitor Demographics



Overnight Visitor Demographics



Overnight Visitor Demographics



Top States of Origin



Top Markets of Origin



Purpose of Trip to Delaware



Visitor Activities During Trip



Visitor Activities During Trip



Visitor Satisfaction

85% of overnight travelers to
Delaware are repeat visitors.

65% of overnight travelers to
Delaware had visited before in
the past 12 months.

71% of overnight travelers were
very satisfied with their overall
trip experience.



Visitor Spending

Visitor spending topped $7 billion, a 7%
increase from 2022.

The average amount spent per visitor was
$238, including both day and overnight
visitors.

Delaware retains about 66 cents of every
tourism dollar spent in the state.



Visitor Spending by County

New Castle County Kent County Sussex County



https://www.visitdelaware.com

Sources: Rockport Analytics &
Longwoods International

Explore Endless Discoveries at

https://www.visitdelaware.com/

